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Dr Ivan Dimov Ivanov coordinates WHO global action on wor-
kers’ health and leads current projects on strengthening the 
performance of health systems in protecting and promoting the 
health of workers, including scaling up workers’ health cover-
age, development of national plans and profiles on workers’ 
health and the training of primary care providers and the pro-
tection of occupational health in outbreaks and public health 
emergencies. 

Dr Ivanov started working at the WHO in 2000, first in the Regio-
nal Office for Europe as programme manager for environmental 
health policies and occupational health. In 2005, he was trans-
ferred to WHO Headquarters to strengthen the global occupa-
tional health programme.  Prior to joining WHO, Dr Ivanov  was 
deputy chief medical officer and senior adviser in occupational 
health at the Ministry of Health of his native country, Bulga-
ria.  He  is a medical doctor, specialist in occupational health, 
and studied health administration in the Ministry of Welfare, 
Japan. Dr Ivanov obtained his PhD in sociology of health and 
environment from Michigan State University, USA, where he had 
a faculty appointment as adjunct professor at the Institute of 
International Health. 
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